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self at the head of a considerable force.   He advanced to
meet the English at Stirling.  Cressingham, who despised Battle of
his enemy, tried to cross the Forth over a bridge so
narrow that only two horsemen could ride abreast on it.
Wallace attacked when a third of the English army was
across, and routed it.    Cressingham himself fell in the
battle and the rest of his army scattered. All the fortresses
fell and the invaders were driven from Scotland. Wallace
followed up this blow by leading an army into England
and raiding the northern counties.

Edward was not the man to put up with this.  He made
up his mind to go to Scotland in person and crush Wai-
lace.   This did not seem easy.   Wallace retreated, and i
Edward could not hear where the Scottish army lay.   In
the meanwhile he found it hard to feed his men, since
the country had been laid waste around him.    At last
Wallace's situation was betrayed to him by two discon-
tented Scottish nobles.    Edward instantly set out by
night, and came on Wallace in a skilfully chosen position
near Falkirk.   Two charges of the English knights were
beaten off by the Scottish spearmen, but then Edward
brought his archers into action.    The Scots were shot
down without being able to reply, and a third and final
charge broke the Scottish array.

For seven years Edward strove to complete his con-
quest.  He led army after army into the country, but so
long as Wallace was at large the resistance went on.  At of Wallace,
length, in 1305, Wallace was betrayed by some of his
followers to  Sir John  Mentcith,  who  was acting as
Edward's sheriff in Dumbarton, and by him handed over
to Edward,   Wallace was taken to England, and tried as
a traitor to King Edward,   He denied that he could be
a traitor, since he had never sworn to obey Ktlward,  But
the king had him condemned.   I le was beheaded, and his
body, cut into four pieces, was fixed on the gates of